St WIrence

St. Lawrence Neighbourhood Association Community Meeting

Held on Wednesday, October 29. 2025 from 7:00 — 8:00 p.m.
Hosted on the Zoom Video Conferencing Platform

Meeting Agenda:
e \Welcome, Land Acknowledgement
e Quayside Master Plan Update - Jed Kilbourn, Associate Vice President, Development,
Waterfront Toronto; Benjamin Hoff, Partner, Urban Strategies
e Housing for All: How Toronto Built the St. Lawrence Neighbourhood - Frank Lewinberg,
Co-Founder, Urban Strategies
e Community Updates

SLNA President, Stewart Linton, welcomed community members and Delegates to the October
29, 2025 SLNA Community Meeting. Stewart kicked off the meeting with a land
acknowledgement.

Quayside Master Plan Update
Jed Kilbourn, Associate Vice President, Development, Waterfront Toronto; Benjamin Hoff,
Partner, Urban Strategies

Jed Kilbourne, the Associate VP of Development for Waterfront Toronto, provided context on the
Quayside development project. He explained that the project involves extending Queens Quay
eastward and normalizing the intersection of Parliament and Queens Quay. Jed highlighted that
despite a critical housing crisis and market reset across North America, Quayside stands out
with a strong housing plan that includes over 550 affordable housing units and 1,100
purpose-built rental units. He also mentioned that the project has been divided into two phases,
with the first phase focusing on purpose-built rental and affordable rental units, and the second
phase on condominiums.

Benjamin provided an update on the Quayside Master Plan, highlighting changes and key
features. The development will include purpose-built rental and affordable housing, with
construction expected to begin in 2026. The plan has been adjusted to better suit current market
conditions, including breaking down a large tower into two smaller ones and introducing a
second pick-up and drop-off area. The community forest layout has been modified, and the
community hub has been relocated. The project emphasizes design excellence, sustainability,



and family-sized affordable housing units, with retail spaces animating Queen's Quay and
interacting with the community forest.

The meeting covered several key topics related to the Quayside development project. Benjamin
presented an overview of the updated design, including building heights, affordable housing
units, and the community forest. He emphasized the project's sustainability goals and
programming for the public space. Groundbreaking anticipated in fall 2026, with completion
estimated by 2030.

Discussion covered several topics related to the development, including the location of a TTC
substation and the community garden on the roof of Building 1C.

Links:
e \Waterfront Toronto
e Quayside Development

Housing for All: How Toronto Built the St. Lawrence Neighbourhood
Frank Lewinberg, Co-Founder, Urban Strategies

Frank joined us to share has just published a new book with co-author and photographer
Vincenzo Pietropaolo called Housing for All: How Toronto Built the St. Lawrence
Neighbourhood.

Frank Lewinberg shared insights from his book, which chronicles the development of 17
red-brick buildings north of the railway embankment between Yonge Street and Parliament in
Toronto. This area, now part of the St. Lawrence neighbourhood, became a model for inclusive
urban planning.

In the 1970s, in response to a housing crisis, the federal government launched a program
promoting mixed-income housing. The model: 25% low-income, 75% moderate-income units,
often managed by non-profits and co-ops. Over 300,000 units were built across Canada
between 1973 and the early 1990s. In addition, Toronto added a requirement for 25% market
housing, creating a truly mixed-income community. As a result of these programs, the St.
Lawrence development became a successful, vibrant neighbourhood. Despite its success, the
federal program was discontinued after 15 years and has not been revived.

Discussion touched on some of Frank’s favourite anecdotes from writing the book, namely a
co-ordinated initiative between government and school boards to establishing two schools -
Downtown Alternative School & St. Michael’'s Catholic School - into a residential building to

ensure families had access to education from day one.

Links:
e Buy Housing for All: How Toronto Built the St. Lawrence Neighbourhood



https://www.waterfrontoronto.ca/
https://www.waterfrontoronto.ca/our-projects/quayside
https://www.cormorantbooks.com/Books/H/Housing-for-All2

Community Updates

Due to the abbreviated agenda, Stewart delivered community updates and thanked the SLNA
Waste Reduction Group for giving up their standing item - Did"Ya Know - on the agenda this
month.

Old Town Toronto BIA
e Saturday, November 1st, 2025, 6:00 pm - 7:30pm: Pumpkin Parade
e Friday, November 28th, 5:30pm — 6:30pm: Cavalcade of Lights Opening Ceremony (until
early February)
e November 3rd to December 14th: Tap Canadian 2 Win
o Enter for your chance to win 1 of 6 $10,000 weekly draws by supporting a local
qualifying business and paying with Interac® Debit.

Next Meeting: Wednesday, November 26th at 7:00 pm


https://oldtowntoronto.ca/pumpkin-parade/
https://oldtowntoronto.ca/cavalcade-of-lights/
https://tapcanadian2win.com/

	 
	 

