St WIrence

St. Lawrence Neighbourhood Association Community Meeting

Held on Wednesday, July 30, 2025 from 7:00 — 9:00 p.m.
Hosted on the Zoom Video Conferencing Platform

Meeting Agenda:

e \Welcome, Land Acknowledgement

e Waterfront Toronto — Project updates, including Biidaasige Park, Parliament Slip, and Lake Shore
Blvd E.;
Pollinate TO — supporting community efforts to create pollinator habitats;
Toronto Hydro — decarbonization and energy efficiency; tools and solutions for buildings and
individuals
SLNA Waste Reduction Group - Did Ya Know?

e Community Updates

SLNA President, Stewart Linton, welcomed community members and Delegates to the July 30,
2025 SLNA Community Meeting. Stewart kicked off the meeting with a land acknowledgement.

Waterfront Toronto - Project Updates

Emma Conway joined us from Waterfront Toronto to provide updates on Waterfront Toronto’s
progress in the East Bayfront and Ookwemin Minising (formerly known as Villiers Island).

Milestones:
e Biidisage park open!
e East Bayfront Community Centre - opening in September!

OMA - info@waterfront.ca - if interested, volunteer!
Sign up for construction notices

Discussion around the details provided in construction notices. Overnight work is rare, but
construction notices would share details on any night work is required.

Links:
e Biidaasige Park

e Biidaasige Park Programming
e OMA - Ookwemin Minising Advisory - Participate!



mailto:info@waterfront.ca
https://www.toronto.ca/explore-enjoy/parks-recreation/places-spaces/beaches-gardens-attractions/biidaasige-park/
https://www.toronto.ca/explore-enjoy/parks-recreation/places-spaces/beaches-gardens-attractions/biidaasige-park/events-at-biidaasige-park/
https://portlandsto.ca/public-information-centres/

PollinateTO - Community Efforts to Create Pollinator Habitats

Daisy Goulart kicked off her presentation with a land acknowledgement, noting that habitat
restoration is an inherently indigenous practice.

Over 350 species of bees and over 100 species of butterflies just in Toronto!

840 applications have resulted in 529 gardens over 218 projects. Applications open in
September 2025, with approvals in January 2026, and funds issued in March 2026. Funding is
provided for two year projects.

Looking for ideas of locations on where to implement this program in the neighbourhood. Share

your ideas at slna@slna.ca!

Discussion around wild bee nesting locations; some nest in the ground, in wood, in stalks of
plants. Not all bees nest in the same area.

Though the program supports attracting pollinators in public spaces, many were interested in
what they can plant on their balconies or rooftops. Heart leaf aster, violets a great choice.
Flowering native plants will still attract pollinators. Black eyed susans, yarrow, and grey headed
coneflower. The Native Plant Society is a great resource.

Links:
e PollinateTO
e PollinateTO - Community Grants
e Native Plant Society
e Ontario Native Plants
e Reach out: pollinateto@toronto.ca

Toronto Hydro - Decarbonization and Energy Efficiency

Mike Pathak shared details of a new program by Toronto Hydro to help reduce a building's
carbon footprint through electrification.
e Electrification - converting your home to run on electric power.
e Toronto Hydro offers an open audit - happy to come visit - to provide non-binding
estimates on how electrification can benefit your building.

Discussion focused on points of clarification around Mike’s presentation, and whether Toronto
Hydro is seeing uptake of this program. Yes! Many buildings are reaching out as part of their
Extended Reserve Fund Studies.

Links:
e Clean Tech Directory
e Non-binding estimates



mailto:slna@slna.ca
https://www.toronto.ca/home/311-toronto-at-your-service/find-service-information/article/?kb=kA06g000001cwS2CAI
https://www.toronto.ca/services-payments/water-environment/environmental-grants-incentives/pollinateto-community-grants/
https://nanps.org/native-plant-societies/
https://onplants.ca/
mailto:pollinateto@toronto.ca
https://www.torontohydro.com/cleantech-services-directory
https://www.torontohydro.com/for-business/climate-action

e Reach out: climateaction@torontohydro.ca

SLNA Waste Reduction Group - Did Ya Know?

Laura walked us through some tips on doing our laundry with a lighter footprint!
e Reducing plastic jugs through using laundry strips or tablets - link to tru earth
e Rather than throwing out dryer sheets, switch to dryer balls!
e Microfibres in clothing - install a filter in your washing machine, which will prevent them
for finding their way into the water system
o Also consider switching to natural fabrics for any new clothing you may need
e Reduce energy during your laundry cycle:
o Line dry your laundry, rather than using the dryer
o Do laundry on a cold setting
o Do laundry during off peak hours
o Consider a front loading washing machine when you need to replace yours

Links:

Tru Earth

EZ Pur

Waterfront Refillery

The Unscented Company

SLNA Waste Reduction Group

Community Updates

Moccasin |dentifier

Last week, the SLNA had volunteers from Uniglo, who is opening a store in Union Station, to
help extend the moccasin identifier project, originally kicked off by Market Lane Students in
June.

King and Church Construction Update
Work is well underway - check out the tracks! - and due to be wrapped and reopened by the end

of August.

New Horizons Notary Services
Pro-bono notary services available to community members. Reach out to slna@slna.ca if
interested.

UpFRONT Festival

A free outdoor festival of Indigenous Arts, Music and Culture. Enjoy free outdoor multi-stage
concerts by amazing musicians set against the historic backdrop of Berczy Park and Scott
Street, where the original shoreline of Lake Ontario once met the land.

Next Meeting: Wednesday, September 24th at 7:00 pm


mailto:climateaction@torontohydro.ca
https://tru.earth/
https://ezpureco.com/?srsltid=AfmBOoq2WsuC6X9H4h7gcDTzvXRXXveVG8ZiijC70i_MnCl9mP1W1Jlp
https://www.waterfrontrefillery.ca/
https://unscentedco.com/?srsltid=AfmBOorOgaRflG2ahioqpJdjN76vguHThnq5L7lkFGo3Uk6SLS1rETfP
https://www.slna.ca/wrg.html
mailto:slna@slna.ca
https://tolive.com/Event-Details-Page/reference/UpFRONT-2025

