St WIrence

St. Lawrence Neighbourhood Association Community Meeting

Held on Wednesday, July 29, 2026 from 7:00 — 9:00 p.m.
Hosted on the Zoom Video Conferencing Platform

Meeting Agenda:

Welcome, acknowledgement
Circular Materials — Jennifer Kerr
Condo Authority of Ontario — Julia White
Shoreline Commemoration — Shoreline Splash
Courthouse Square Park
Community Updates
o Biidaasige Park West opens
Lassonde Art Trail
Billy Bishop Airport
Canada Day recap
Rekai Centres Cherry Place
Black Mandated Funding Framework
45 The Esplanade construction: sidewalk closure
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SLNA President, Stewart Linton, welcomed community members and Delegates to the July 29,
2026 SLNA Community Meeting. Stewart kicked off the meeting with a land acknowledgement.

Circular Materials — Jennifer Kerr

Jennifer Kerr and Ben Dunbar from Circular Materials presented on Ontario's Extended
Producer Responsibility (EPR) framework for packaging and paper recycling.

Circular Materials is a national not-for-profit Producer Responsibility Organization (PRO)
founded in 2021, supporting producers in meeting EPR obligations across Canada, with
recent launches in Ontario, Alberta, Yukon, Nova Scotia, and New Brunswick.

EPR is a policy approach, placing end-of-life management responsibility for packaging
and paper products on producers (businesses supplying materials to consumers), with
the goal of improving recycling rates and supporting a circular economy.

As of January 1, 2026, virtually all municipalities have transitioned under EPR, resulting
in a harmonized list of accepted materials (paper, rigid plastics, flexible plastics, metals,
glass) across the province at the residential level.



Discussion focused on the experience from a resident’s perspective; the change was designed
to be seamless; the main shift is administrative (producers now responsible instead of
municipalities), with some minor changes in collection contractors or schedules. Jennifer and
Ben also noted that Circular Materials is strictly focused on recycling and has no involvement in
garbage or organics management.

Links:
e Circular Materials

Shoreline Splash Event Recap

Stuart provided an update on the Shoreline Splash event held on July 11th, marking the formal
introduction of the first permanent shoreline commemoration plaques.

The plaques were produced and installed by Heritage Toronto with financial support from SLNA,
Councillor Moise’s office, and private donors. Plaques were installed at the water's edge of the
1841 Lake Ontario shoreline, on the east side of each north-south street between Yonge and
Berkeley, plus two anchor plaques.

The Shoreline Splash event was held in Berczy Park, and included Heritage Toronto, Councillor
Moise’s office, Mississaugas of the Credit First Nation, Museums Toronto, and Jamii, and
featured music by the Trash Panda Brass Band. Heritage Toronto led guided tours of the
original shoreline, and the event ended with an (unrelated) water fight.

The SLNA received a scroll from Councillor Moise’s office, recognizing the organization's
long-term work (more than 10 years!) on the project.

Links:
e SLNA - Shoreline Commemoration

Courthouse Square Park Updates

Stuart presented the current state and revitalization efforts for Courthouse Square Park on Court
Street, a "somewhat forgotten gem" designed by Janet Rosenberg in 1997, featuring two
designated heritage buildings (the courthouse, now occupied by Terroni, and the Consumers
Gas Building), nine metal obelisks, rose trellises, and a water feature.

There are currently three development applications for properties around the square. A meeting
was recently held with all three developers, city staff, and the development committee, resulting
in two action lists: items for Parks & Recreation to address, and items the community can help
with.
e City Parks addressed items: improved tree, lawn, and garden care; drinking fountain
repair; lighting and power restoration (now working); water feature repair and cleaning
(not yet done); bench repairs (done); and relocation of the park sign (new sign ordered).


https://www.circularmaterials.ca/
https://www.slna.ca/original-shoreline-commemoration.html

e Community items: engaging Terroni to replace the black landscape cloth around their
patio with a more park-friendly solution; the BIA programmed four Wednesday evening
concerts in July (last one is tonight); the BIA agreed to plant perennial climbing vines
(wisteria) in the obelisks.

Stewart encouraged volunteers to help establish a "Friends of Courthouse Square Park" group,
similar to the Friends of Berczy and Friends of St. James Park groups, to organize cleanup days
and increase community presence in the park. Anyone interested should email slna@slna.ca.

Community Updates
Biidaasige Park West opens

Phase Two opened last weekend, adding 10 acres to bring the total public space to 60 acres in
the Ookwemin Minising.

Lassonde Art Trail opens

The Lassonde Art Trail is a free, open-air destination for contemporary art with a series of 15
interconnected public art sites over 4 km of paths weaving through Biidaasige Park. A
presentation will come to a future Community Meeting.

Billy Bishop Airport Update
The proposal to expand the airport to accommodate jets, increase traffic fivefold, and increase

passenger numbers eightfold has been deferred, following significant community opposition
including a letter from the SLNA board to Evan Solomon.

Approved construction began on July 16 for expanded runway safety areas (engineered
material arresting systems/gravel pits) at both ends of the runway, as required by Transport
Canada and NAV Canada, over the next two years.

Canada Day Recap
This year’'s SLNA Canada Day Celebration was in full force in St. James Park. The community

made the most of the expanded Kid’s Zone, with t-shirt painting, face painting, henna,
caricatures, and photo booth fun. St. James Church also held a BBQ and all donations and
sales of t-shirts supported their drop in and food bank program.

This year, we offered an extended schedule of of music and performances and it did not
disappoint! We started with a land acknowledgement from local historian Bruce Bell; enjoyed
sing-alongs, steel pan music, a jazz performance, Indigenous storytelling and dance, and ended
the show with a standout two-hour concert from iconic Toronto rocker, Danny Marks. Elected
representatives of the neighbourhood also joined in on the festivities and shared a few words of
celebration: MP Evan Solomon, MPPs Kristyn Wong-Tam and Chris Glover, and Councillor
Chris Moise and Deputy Mayor Ausma Malik.

Thank you to all the volunteers who contributed their time to plan and hold yet another
successful Canada Day, especially to Toby Tenenbaum and Dayl Marks - our esteemed Canada


mailto:slna@slna.ca
https://www.waterfrontoronto.ca/news/torontos-largest-park-in-a-generation-just-got-bigger
https://lassondearttrail.org/
https://www.torontoportauthority.com/capital-projects/resa/

Day planners, as well as SLNA President, Stewart Linton, who was our Master of Ceremonies
for the day.

And another thank you to everyone - from the local community and those who came from further
afield - who braved the heat and came out to celebrate with us!

Rekai Centres - Cherry Place

Stuart provided a brief visual update on the Rekai Campus of Care construction. Below-grade
work is nearly complete; the ground floor slab and vertical construction are expected to begin
soon; the structure will soon be visible above ground.The site is located between Cherry Street
and Eastern Avenue and Front Street.

Black Mandated Funding Framework

Grants of up to $40,000 are available through the Toronto Grants Portal for Black-led,
Black-serving, and Black-focused organizations, for program/service delivery improvement or
capacity building. Interested organizations can apply through the Toronto Grants Portal or
contact sina@slna.ca for assistance finding contact information.

45 The Esplanade construction: sidewalk closure
Novotel (45 The Esplanade) has applied for a permit to repair their garage slab, requiring

closure of the south sidewalk on the Esplanade in front of their property for three months, for
two consecutive summers (this year and next). Temporary pedestrian throughways and a
temporary bike lane east of Scott Street will be provided; however, bike lanes west of Scott
Street will not be installed this year and potentially not next year either. Community members
wishing to provide feedback to the City can contact slna@slna.ca for the relevant contact
information.

Next Meeting: Wednesday, September 30, 2026 at 7:00 pm


https://www.rekaicentre.com/cherryplace.html
https://www.toronto.ca/community-people/health-wellness-care/health-programs-advice/student-nutrition-program/toronto-grants-rebates-incentives-portal-tgrip/
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