
 
 

St. Lawrence Neighbourhood Association Community Meeting  
 

Held on Wednesday, January 29, 2025 from 7:00 – 9:00 p.m.  
Hosted on the Zoom Video Conferencing Platform 

 
Meeting Agenda:  

●​ Welcome, Land Acknowledgement  
●​ 51 Division - Sgt. Henry Dyck, Toronto Police Services  
●​ Enhanced Reserve Fund Studies: A Primer - Robert Bon, The Atmospheric Fund 
●​ Canadian Hearing Services - Doris Brownlee  
●​ SLNA Community Gardening 2025 - Suzanne Kavanagh & Debra Corey 
●​ 'Did Ya Know' - SLNA Waste Reduction Group 
●​ Community Updates  

 
SLNA Chair Stewart Linton, welcomed community members and Delegates to the SLNA 
Community Meeting. Stewart kicked off the meeting with a land acknowledgement.  
 
51 Division - Sgt. Henry Dyck, Toronto Police Services  
 
Sgt. Henry Dyck provided a year end update for the precinct. Major crime indicators overall saw 
an increase of 3.26% over the previous year. However, some indicators such as auto theft and 
theft were down significantly (22% and 12% respectively), and the neighbourhood experienced 
only 1 shooting  and no homicides in 2024. 51 Division redoubled their efforts on combating 
certain major crimes (such as robbery), and a decrease was experienced through the year; they 
are confident those numbers will continue to decrease. Overall, the Sgt. indicated that the St. 
Lawrence Neighbourhood is a relatively safe neigbourhood, compared to others in the City of 
Toronto. 
 
Discussion focused on clarifying the specifics of the data, such as commercial vs. street 
robberies, how bicycle theft is categorized vs. auto theft. Sgt. Dyck encouraged everyone to 
register their bicycle serial number online, to assist police in identifying whether a recovered 
bicycle has been stolen, so they can be returned to their owner.  
 
Links:  

●​ TPS - Bicycle Serial Number Registration 
 
 
 

 

https://www.tps.ca/services/bicycle-registration/


Enhanced Reserve Fund Studies: A Primer - Robert Bon, The Atmospheric Fund 
 
The Atmospheric Fund (TAF) is a regional climate agency that invests in low-carbon solutions 
for the Greater Toronto and Hamilton Area and helps scale them up for broad implementation. 
 
Robert provided a presentation on the work they are doing to support retrofit projects for 
residential buildings, as well as financing options, TAF is offering up to 70% of eligible costs to 
complete “enhanced” reserve fund studies. Benefits of this program include: future-proofing, 
improved marketability, and results in less environmental pollution.  
 
Discussion focused on local examples of TAF’s programs in action. As an example, some recent 
retrofit projects have experienced up to a 50% decrease in natural gas usage. Additionally, 
Toronto Community Housing is a partner of TAF and they have helped with retrofit projects for 
many of their buildings. 
 
Links:  

●​ Robert’s Presentation 
●​ TAF - Website 
●​ TAF - Contact 
●​ rbon@taf.ca 

 
Canadian Hearing Services - Doris Brownlee 
 
Canadian Hearing Services (CHS) is Canada’s leading provider of services, products, and 
education for Deaf and hard of hearing individuals of all ages. CHS is a NORC Innovation 
Centre Community Partner. 
 
Doris provided a summary of the services provided by CHS, including counselling, sound advice 
workshops, and general support, to provide individuals experiencing hearing loss the peace of 
mind to remain in their own home.  
 
For example, for individuals who are hard of hearing, conventional smoke alarms are ineffective 
at alerting them to the presence of danger. CHS provides home visits to identify alternative 
forms of alert devices which can be installed in the home. They can also suggest additional 
devices to provide alternative enhanced alert devices for everyday items (i.e. alarm clocks, 
doorbells, etc.) 
 
Doris also provided strategies to manage hearing loss, including: coaching on using hearing 
aids and other amplification devices for longer periods of time, acknowledging when something 
has been missed, and to inform someone speaking to you that they need to speak clearly and 
slowly, maintain eye contact, to pause between sentences, and to keep information concise.  
 
Discussion  
 

https://www.slna.ca/meeting-minutes
https://taf.ca/
https://taf.ca/contact-us/
mailto:rbon@taf.ca


Links:  
●​ Doris’ Presentation 
●​ CHS - Website  
●​ CHS - Contact Us 

 
SLNA Community Gardening - Suzanne Kavanagh & Debra Corey 
 
Suzanne shared some updates from the Community Gardening group. In order to get ahead of 
the gardening season, they have connected with City of Toronto Parks & Recreation to identify 
tasks that do not overlap with the duties of City staff. To start, Suzanne asked meeting 
attendees to keep an eye out as the snow melts for locations where leaves haven’t been 
cleared, and to send the Community Gardening group a note, so they can compile a list.  
 
Links:  

●​ Volunteer! slna@slna.ca 
 
‘Did Ya Know?’ - Katelyn Poyntz 
 
This is the first of a new standing series by the SLNA Waste Reduction Group! 
 
This edition focused on ensuring proper use of your green bin.  

●​ Use a plastic bag to line your green bin.  
○​ Tip: re-use cereal bags, milk bags, or produce bags. 
○​ No need to buy compostable bags! 

●​ Reminder that items labeled “compostable” that are not food do not go in the green bin, 
but into the trash. If you’re not sure where something goes, the City of Toronto’s Waste 
Wizard tool can provide clarity.  

 
 
Links:  

●​ City of Toronto - Waste Wizard Website 
●​ City of Toronto - Waste Wizard App 
●​ City of Toronto - Green Bin Guide  
●​ City of Toronto - Green Bin Video  
●​ Terracycle - Recycling Programs  

 
Community Updates 
 
Ward Update - Macy Parakh, Councillor Moise’s office 
Macy provided an update on St. James Park. 4 individuals currently remain within the park. 
Macy also wanted to clarify that the tiny tiny homes in the park are not a City initiative. 
Councillor Moise’s office continues to meet with the City’s Encampments Task Force.  
 

https://www.slna.ca/meeting-minutes
http://chs.ca/
https://www.chs.ca/contact-us
mailto:slna@slna.ca
https://www.toronto.ca/services-payments/recycling-organics-garbage/waste-wizard/
https://www.toronto.ca/services-payments/recycling-organics-garbage/towaste-app/
https://www.toronto.ca/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/9632-CS-24-0110GreenBinOrganicsGuide-April-2024-AODA.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=1&v=NDqn9DC6XFU&embeds_referring_euri=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.toronto.ca%2F&source_ve_path=Mjg2NjY
https://www.terracycle.com/en-CA/brigades?srsltid=AfmBOoqdjzMcMyOvHEYamCQ4V9gPC5scjGx-lIM_YmCz8DeQSGheLdIM


Macy also reminded attendees of the City’s discretionary funding initiative. Councillor Moise’s 
office is looking for suggestions for capital projects for submission. Ideas can be submitted to: 
here or send Macy an email with any ideas! 
 
SLNA Annual General Meeting - March 26th 

●​ Nominations to the Board of Directors: Nominations are open for the SLNA Board of 
Directors. The nomination form and details on the process can be found on the SLNA 
Website.  

●​ SLNA Associate Membership: As part of an initiative to increase revenue, the SLNA 
Board has identified additional “Small Business” and “Corporate” Associate Membership 
categories, in addition to the existing “Non-Profit” category. Delegates will be asked to 
vote on this change and associated dues.  

●​ Member Delegates: The SLNA will be reaching out to buildings and delegates, to fill any 
vacant delegate roles in advance of the AGM.  

 
REmarket 
Reminder that the 12th REmarket is being held on January 29th and 30th in the temporary St. 
Lawrence Market North structure (the tented market at 125 The Esplanade, just south of Front 
Street). 
 
Metrolinx Open House - Ontario Line 
Due to the Provincial writ period, in advance of the election, Metrolinx’ Ontario Line open house 
on the First Parliament Construction - scheduled for February 27th - will be rescheduled.  
 
Exercise Classes  
Ronny reminded attendees that she is sourcing buildings who are interested in hosting exercise 
classes in their building, as well as those who may be interested in attending classes in another 
building. Email slna@slna.ca to add your building to the list.  
 

Next Meeting: Wednesday, February 26th at 7:00 p.m.  

https://torontocentreprojects.ca/en/
mailto:Macy.Parakh@toronto.ca
https://www.slna.ca/board-of-directors.html
https://www.slna.ca/board-of-directors.html
mailto:slna@slna.ca

