
 
 

St. Lawrence Neighbourhood Association Community Meeting  
 

Held on Wednesday, April 30, 2025 from 7:00 – 9:00 p.m.  
Hosted on the Zoom Video Conferencing Platform 

 
Meeting Agenda:  

●​ Welcome, Land Acknowledgement  
●​ Ports Toronto – Billy Bishop City Centre Airport; Port of Toronto 
●​ Summer/Fall Programming in the Neighbourhood 

○​ sponsored by Old Town Toronto BIA – Robyn Posner 
○​ sponsored by the St. Lawrence Market – Daniel Picheca 

●​ Did’Ya Know? – tips for conservation and waste reduction from SLNA's Waste Reduction 
Group 

●​ Toronto Centre Participatory Budgeting 2025 – Sherwin Lau 
●​ Community Updates 

 
SLNA Chair, Stewart Linton, welcomed community members and Delegates to the April 30, 
2025 SLNA Community Meeting. Stewart kicked off the meeting with a land acknowledgement.  
 
PortsToronto - Warren Askew and Deborah Wilson 
 
Deborah provided an overview of PortsToronto as a whole. PortsToronto owns and operates 
Billy Bishop Toronto City Airport, which welcomed more than two million passengers in 2023; 
the Outer Harbour Marina, one of Canada’s largest freshwater marinas; the Port of Toronto 
Cruise Ship Terminal, which welcomed 45 ships and nearly 18,000 passengers in 2023; and 
Marine Terminal 52, which provides transportation, distribution, storage and container services 
to businesses at the Port of Toronto. 
 
Warren provided some history of the Billy Bishop Toronto City Centre Airport, and shared some 
of their plans for the future, including building a U.S. Customs pre-clearance facility, which will 
enable access to additional airports in the U.S. He also spoke about their many programs 
dedicated to community engagement and investment, including public art, support of local 
initiatives and charities, participation in Doors Open Toronto (this year on May 24th), and the 
Haul for Hope Plane Pull (2025 registration opening soon!).  
 
Discussion focused on the many initiatives offered, as well as one question related to the 
Redpath Sugar facility at the foot of Jarvis, which is not overseen by PortsToronto. 

 

https://www.billybishopairport.com/
https://www.portstoronto.com/marina/
https://www.portstoronto.com/cruise-ships/
https://www.portstoronto.com/port-of-toronto/


Links:  
●​ PortsToronto 
●​ Billy Bishop Toronto Centre Airport 
●​ Port of Toronto 
●​ Cruise Ship Terminal 
●​ Outer Harbour Marina 
●​ Haul for Hope Plane Pull  

 
Summer Programming - Robyn Posner & John Nightingale 
 
Robyn provided an update on events being offered by the Old Town Toronto BIA this summer. 
The complete listing of events can be found here.  
 
John provided an update on the recently opened North Market, and the soft launch of the 
Saturday Farmers’ Market; the new location has been well received by visitors and farmers 
alike! The grand opening will be held on Saturday, May 10th, and will include a ribbon cutting, 
speeches, and entertainment.  
 
John also shared that programming on Market Street will be returning this summer. The 
community can look forward to:  

●​ Partner events with the Old Town Toronto BIA and other cultural organizations, including 
Indigenous, Caribbean, and Samba events  

●​ Toronto Pride Event - June 
●​ Winter Market - November and December 

 
Discussion focused on the programming planned for Sundays in the new North Market building. 
John shared that an Expression of Interest has been created for submissions for ideas for 
programming; the current Vintage Market will have the opportunity to submit interest in 
continuing in the new location. In the meantime, the Vintage market will continue in the tent until 
next steps are determined.  
 
Links:  

●​ Old Town Toronto BIA - Events 
●​ St. Lawrence Market - Events 

 
Did Ya Know? - Laura Servage 
 
Continuing the conversation around the 5 R’s: Refuse, Reduce, Reuse, Repurpose, Recycle. 
Today, Laura discussed the 2nd R - Reduce.  
 
Laura provided some tips on how to catch ourselves when we’re feeling impulsive, and perhaps 
purchasing things we don’t need: 

●​ More likely to be impulsive when we’re feeling sad - pause and think about how you’re 
feeling and if you really need what you’re about to buy.  

https://www.portstoronto.com/
https://www.billybishopairport.com/
https://www.portstoronto.com/port-of-toronto/
https://www.portstoronto.com/cruise-ships/
https://www.portstoronto.com/marina/
https://support.hopeair.ca/haulforhope2024/
https://www.slna.ca/uploads/1/0/0/0/100075950/250430_slna_ott_bia_2025_events_-_update_for_slna_meeting_.pdf
https://oldtowntoronto.ca/events/
https://www.stlawrencemarket.com/events


●​ Ask yourself some questions:  
○​ Do I need it? Right now?  
○​ Can I borrow it from a friend?  
○​ How many times will I use it?  
○​ Can I make do with something I already have?  
○​ Where will it live in my house?  

■​ Now?  
■​ In six months?  
■​ In two years? 

○​ How long will it last?  
 
Links:  

●​ SLNA Waste Reduction Group 
 
Toronto Centre Participatory Budgeting - Sherwin Lau, Ward 13 
 
Sherwin provided a status update of the projects identified through the 2023 and 2024 
Participatory Budgeting process. SLNA falls within “cluster 5” which received funding for 8 
projects.  
 
In 2025, the St. Lawrence Neighbourhood will have the opportunity to submit ideas for the 
neighbourhood. Looking for suggestions for capital projects - parks & playgrounds, street art, 
benches, sports facilities, sidewalk improvements, and more.  
 
Idea collection kicked off April 1 and goes until June 30. Ideas can be submitted either in person 
or online. A total of $750,000 has been earmarked for the neigbourhood. Once feasibility 
analysis has been completed, the community will have the opportunity to rank interest in the 
short list of projects, to assist the City in identifying the projects that will be selected. 
Participatory Budgeting on Tour:  

●​ TC Talks - Tenant Rights: June 10, 6 – 8pm 
●​ 51 Division Open House: June 15 from 11am - 2pm, 51 Parliament St.  
●​ Pride Toronto 2025: June 27 from 2-8pm and June 28 & 29 from 10am-9pm 

 
Links:  

●​ PB2025 - Recording of Info Sesion 
●​ PB2025 - Online Submission Form 
●​ Contact Sherwin 

 
Community Updates 
 
REmarket 

●​ Located at the St. Lawrence Market tent at 125 The Esplanade at Market Street 
○​ May 28: Free Market 
○​ May 29: Repair Cafe 

https://www.slna.ca/wrg.html
https://www.chrismoise.ca/tctalks_tenantrights
https://www.pridetoronto.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w-Q582mcz-I&t=587s&ab_channel=CouncillorChrisMoise
https://torontocentreprojects.ca/en/projects/2025-pb-cluster-5/3
mailto:Sherwin.Lau@toronto.ca
https://www.slna.ca/wrg-remarket.html


 

 
 
Community Clean Up Day: April 26 

●​ SLNA Waste Reduction Group hosted a butt and garbage pick up. 45 volunteers 
collected 26 bags of garbage and yard waste, as well as 16,375 cigarette butts! 

●​ SLNA Gardening Committee hosted a clean up of the children’s garden at the foot of 
Princess St.  

●​ Friends of Berczy Park hosted a clean up in Berczy Park 
 
Conger Coal Lane  

●​ The City of Toronto completed a traffic study in December to determine the volume and 
speed of vehicles using the laneway: 

○​ traffic volume was ≈ 870 vehicles/day (minimum 100) 
○​ vehicular speed (85th percentile) 30 km/h (20 km/h or greater); and 
○​ moderate pedestrian use observed (no quantified minimum) 

●​ A report will be going to the Toronto & East York Community Council in June to 
recommend that traffic calming measures (speed bumps) be implemented 

 
Community Compost Day:  

●​ May 5, 10:00-11:00 
●​ David Crombie Park 
●​ 131 The Esplanade 



 
Community Environment Day 

●​ Sept 24, 10:00-2:00 
●​ David Crombie Park 
●​ 131 The Esplanade 

 
Rescheduled Ontario Line Open House 

●​ May 1, 5:30-7:00 
●​ Jamii Event Hub 
●​ 264 The Esplanade 

 
Next Meeting: Wednesday, May 28th at 7:00 pm 


