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September 11, 2024

TO: Employment and Social Development Canada (ESDC)
New Hoarizons for Seniors Program (NHSP)
Government of Canada
P.O. Box 538 Station Don Mills
North York ON M3C ON9
Email: ON-NHSP-PNHA@servicecanada.gc.ca
Telephone: 1-866-945-7342

RE: Jamii: Funding Application for “Belonging”

To Whom It May Concern,

The St. Lawrence Neighbourhood Association (SLNA) is pleased to offer this letter of support
for Jamii’s proposed project “Belonging” in relation to their funding application under the
community-based stream of the New Horizons for Seniors Program (NHSP).

For fourteen years, Jamii has made exceptional use of our public spaces to provide culturally
and socially engaging programs and events for residents of all ages in the St. Lawrence
neighbourhood, located in downtown Toronto.

The SLNA and Jamii have partnered on numerous projects over the years, including the
creation of a new mural in our community by artist Darwin Peters from Pikangikum First Nation.
This mural was part of the SLNA’s 40th Anniversary celebration and Jamii’'s National Indigenous
Peoples Day event in June 2023.

Through its artistic presentations, Jamii reflects and engages with the multifaceted, multicultural
nature of our vibrant neighbourhood. The organization’s performances, workshops, and
interactive sessions attract participation from seniors, children, families, and teenagers
throughout the community.

We are pleased to see that Jamii's proposed continuation of its project “Belonging” will again
focus on the senior population of our community. This initiative extends and complements
previous Jamii programming aimed at seniors. Throughout 2023 and 2024, the SLNA has
supported Jamii’s efforts to reach local seniors for their successful older adult programs, which
have been consistently well-attended. We have heard directly from seniors about how much
they have enjoyed — and continue to enjoy — time spent at The Jamii Hub.

With “Belonging 25/26” Jamii plans to continue its comprehensive initiative for seniors through
the next two years. This program will support and enhance the community within our community
allowing local seniors to engage with a wide variety of artistic experiences.

“Belonging” has been successful and remains much needed in the St. Lawrence community;
home to a high percentage of seniors. Our neighbourhood includes several housing facilities
dedicated to seniors, such as Centre d’Accueil Héritage, the Performing Arts Lodge, and the
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Older Women’s Network. “Belonging” will support healthy aging, celebrate diversity and
inclusion, and help seniors age in place by offering activities and engagement opportunities right
at their doorstep.

The SLNA is proud, once more, to endorse Jamii’s “Belonging” project and looks forward to
their continued success in engaging, educating, and entertaining the residents of the St.
Lawrence neighbourhood.

The SLNA is a non-profit association representing residents of the St. Lawrence area in Toronto
since 1983, serving a population now exceeding 35,000 residents. The Association advocates
for responsible development, heritage preservation, and community engagement by fostering
relationships with local businesses, institutions, and all levels of government.

The St. Lawrence neighbourhood, Toronto’s oldest (the Original Ten Blocks of the Town of York
being established in 1793), is a mixed-income, ethnically diverse community. It includes historic
low-rise buildings from the 19th century and a family-friendly, mixed-income residential area
built in the late 20th century along and around The Esplanade.

The SLNA thanks Jamii for offering this potential opportunity to our community. The Board of
Directors of the SLNA is confident that this project will further strengthen our healthy
partnership, and we would greatly appreciate a positive response from NHSP to Jamii’s request
for financial support.
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Board of Directors
St. Lawrence Neighbourhood Assaociation

CcC: SLNA Board of Directors:

Ms. L. Allen Ms. N. Fung Mr. K. Jackson
Mr. S. Linton Ms. S. McMillan Ms. T. Tenenbaum
JAMII:

Isorine Marc — JAMII Alchemist
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