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St. Lawrence Neighbourhood Association Community Meeting 

 

Held on Wednesday, February 22, 2023 from 7:00 – 9:00 p.m. 

Hosted on the Zoom Videoconferencing Platform 

 
SLNA President Stewart Linton welcomed 50 community members and Delegates to the February 

22, 2023 SLNA Community Meeting.  Stewart reminded us that this is Black History Month, Ash 

Wednesday, George Washington’s Birthday, the Birthday of Dolly the sheep, and in 1979 St. Lucia 

declared its independence from Great Britain.  He is also told that it is Pink Shirt Day along with 

Lord Baden-Powell’s Birthday. 

51 Division Update – Sgt. Steve McGran and NCO Brian Holder 

Sgt. McGran introduced Brian Holder, one of the Neighbourhood Officers for the Waterfront 

dedicated to our specific neighbourhood. Sgt. McGran is the Supervisor of the six different 

neighbourhoods in 51 Division.  Brian Holder mentioned that he is looking forward to working with 

us, and he is one of four Neighbourhood Officers.  At any given time there are two Neighbourhood 

Officers working from 7 am to about 6 pm, or from 11 am to 10 pm, or, if required, they can alter 

their shifts.  They work seven days in a row and then have 7 days off.  Brian Holder has been 

working in our specific Division for over 24 years and clearly has a good understanding of some of 

the problems we are facing.  He is inviting us to stop and say hello when we see him in the 

neighbourhood; he is usually on a bicycle.   

Sgt. McGran reviewed some statistics for Year To Date for the Waterfront Neighbourhood.  They 

focus on “Major Crimes” and there are seven major crime indicators, which are quality of life 

indicators.  Those indicators are assaults, auto thefts, break and enters, homicides, robberies, 

sexual assaults and theft overs.  He is happy to report that in our neighbourhood all those 

indicators are down, in fact 25% down compared to last year.  The break and enters in particular 

are down 62.5%.  Ken Jackson observed that this is indeed good news, but it appears from media 

reports that crime is up across the City, and he wonders if something is driving this or if it is just a 

random spike.  Sgt. McGran responded that things have spread out further North, in the Queen 

Street area, but a lot also has to do with  problems on the TTC, with a lot of individuals riding the 
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TTC for warmth, and possibly suffering from mental health issues.  This may well be a random 

spike, but the crime statistics clearly show that the numbers are down, year to date, in our 

particular neighbourhood.   Church/Wellesley has gone up, Moss Park has gone up as well as 

North Jamestown.   The break and enter decrease to 62.5%, compared to last year, may also be 

attributable to a large number of known individuals having been arrested.   

A community member requested clarification of “Waterfront Community” – yes, it goes all the 

way up to Queen and that is included in the report.  The neighbourhoods that they have in 51 

Division are Cabbagetown, Church/Wellesley, Downtown Yonge Street and Moss Park.  Moss Park 

and the Waterfront meet at Queen Street.  Anything South of Queen Street would be considered 

Waterfront.   

All the data is available through the Toronto Police data portal: 

https://data.torontopolice.on.ca/pages/open-data 

St. Lawrence Hall:  History; its place in history – Michael Dowbenka 

Michael is the Supervisor of the St. Lawrence Hall Fine Arts Collection and works out of the Market 

Gallery.  He has been there for over 15 years.   The St. Lawrence Hall was built after the Great Fire 

in the 1850s and was the site of the original Farmer’s Market.  It was also the cultural and political 

centre of Toronto, and featured the first large meeting hall in the city.  It was a venue for not only 

public concerts but also for political and social lectures.  Until the 1870s the bulk of the population 

of the city did live around St. Lawrence Market, particularly between Church and Jarvis Street and 

what was East of that in the Old Town.  The original site of the market building was established in 

1803 by Lieutenant Governor Peter Hunter , built outside the original Town of York and named the 

Market Block, and it still operates every Saturday. It is the oldest continuously running Farmers 

Market in Canada 

1849 – The Great Fire.  The fire began in a stable beside Post’s Tavern (NE corner of Jarvis and King 

Streets) in the early morning of April 7, 1849 and spread very quickly to other buildings.   Most of 

the downtown core of the city was destroyed in roughly 5-6 hours – much of the commercial 

district, the Market Block and St. James Cathedral, amongst others.  In the aftermath of the fire, 

fire codes were adopted to prevent future large-scale losses.  They are still in use today.   

St. Lawrence Hall was built in 1850 after the Great Fire.  It was the cultural centre in Toronto.  In 

1851 it hosted a very large meeting, the North American Convention of Coloured Freemen.  

Discussions included the direction of the black community, after abolition, including a debate on 

Inclusion vs. Separation. It was chosen to be held in Toronto for two reasons – in 1850 the Fugitive 

Slave Act was enacted and under U.S. Federal Law it gave slave owners the legal authority to 

capture suspected slaves anywhere in the U.S. Captured fugitives had no rights to a juried trial.   

Both free and escaped slaves were targeted.  The law also made it illegal for U.S. citizens to help 

escaped slaves to reach freedom.  This meant that it actually suspended the civil liberties of all 

U.S. citizens.  Slave hunters were allowed to capture slaves and they did not have to justify their 

actions and there was no judicial oversight.  It was quite insidious and far-reaching.  American 

slave hunters would occasionally follow escaped slaves into Canada.  When they could not find 

their targets they would often take someone else to sell into slavery.  The Convention was 

https://data.torontopolice.on.ca/pages/open-data
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attended by over 60 delegates from the U.K., Canada, the U.S. and the West Indies.  Attendees 

included: 

 Thomas and Mary Ann Shadd (Mary Ann Shadd was appointed secretary) 

 Thomas Smallwood 

 Henry Bibb (was appointed chairman) 

 Reverend Delaney 

The Convention was tasked with finding an answer to  a very simple question – What should we 

do to help the black community on the North American Continent after Abolition? 

There were three points of view: 

Integration: 

1.  Emigration to Canada (similar economy, religion and rights) – Mary Ann Shadd 

Separation: 

1. Creation of an independent nation in Central and South America  (racism will always be an 

issue in predominantly white society) – Henry Bibb 

2. Colonize Africa 

 Liberia – Reverend Martin Delaney 

The final resolution was Integration, and the delegates agreed that while Canada was not a perfect 

place it was the best destination for refugee American slaves.   

St. Lawrence Hall was designed by Toronto architect William Thomas and was influenced by the 

Renaissance style.  The design included elements such as a raised portico over an arcaded base, 

but were reinterpreted using a distinctly Victorian approach.  In the 19th Century Catholics were 

not allowed into this building, the only way they could circumvent this was to rent the Eastern 

part of the building and use it as their own meeting space.  The inside was very grand, the Great 

Hall has been restored to almost the exact same image, including the same colour.  Between 1850 

and 1854 the population doubled.  St. Lawrence Hall was a social and political arena and one of 

the famous singers was Jenny Lind, a Swedish soprano nicknamed the “Swedish Nightingale”.  She 

performed at St. Lawrence Hall in 1851.  She donated all of the proceeds of her concert to a local 

orphan home.  Jenny Lind was famous in Europe as well.   

There were quite a few series of political speeches, one by a gentleman named Frederick Douglas.  

He was an American social reformer, abolitionist, writer and statesman.  He had escaped from 

slavery in 1838 and became a national leader of the abolitionist movement in the U.S.  In 1851 

Frederick Douglas gave a series of Anti-slavery lectures at St. Lawrence Hall.  His picture is right 

outside the Great Hall.    

Another gentleman not directly involved in giving speeches was George Brown, one of the 

“Fathers of Confederation”.  He founded the Globe newspaper in 1844, which later became the 

Globe & Mail.  He was also a strong supporter of abolitionism and viewed the institution of slavery 

to be barbaric and unchristian.  He used his newspaper to denounce slavery and to advocate for 

everyday citizens to take up the abolitionist cause.   
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The population in Toronto was increasing quite dramatically and in the 1870s the city’s centre 

shifted away from the St. Lawrence Market towards Yonge Street.  By the 1890s, bigger and more 

suitably located venues such as Massey Hall signalled a decline in the use of St. Lawrence Hall and 

it gradually fell into disrepair.     

In the Twentieth Century, from 1948 to 1996, the hall was home to the administrative offices and 

rehearsal rooms of the National Ballet of Canada.  It began as a local ballet company in the 1940s 

founded by a group of Toronto ballet enthusiasts.  By 1951 the company formally became the 

National Ballet of Canada.  

By the 1950s St. Lawrence Hall had been neglected for decades and had begun to deteriorate 

significantly.  In 1967 it was designated a national historic site and the City of Toronto began 

restoring the building and the Great Hall as part of a centennial project.  The project was led by 

Heritage Architect Eric Arthur.  On March 10, 1967 the entire Eastern third of the building 

collapsed while work was being carried out on the exterior brickwork.  A debate on the 

reconstruction ensued and a decision was made to save the building.  Reconstruction and 

restoration continued.  St. Lawrence Hall was officially reopened in 1968.  Today the Great Hall is 

once again used for social and corporate functions and concerts.   

Suzanne Kavanagh asked the question:  if you had three wishes for the future of St. Lawrence Hall 

right now, what would they be?  Michael’s response was that “it would be nice to have it open to 

the public”, as a first wish.  He realizes that it is not as well utilized as it could be, but understands 

that the closure has been extended for construction reasons, and that was the primary reason 

why it was closed.  They are reconnecting the new North Market to St. Lawrence Hall by way of a 

second floor, there is an actual glass bridge.  He wishes people would engage with it more, it is 

such an important building, and he feels there should be much more activity.   

Ken Jackson added the point that Toronto at the time was one of the few places in Ontario that 

allowed black children to attend public schools – in most other places that was not allowed and 

they had to form their own schools. 

In answer to an audience question about the beautiful Chandelier currently being turned off 

Michael responded that this is primarily due to current construction since it involves a gas line.   

Sharon McMillan wondered if it was possible to share an educational package about St. Lawrence 

Hall with schools and other institutions given its rich history.  She had not heard about this history 

until a few years ago despite going to school here and suspects that this is the case for many 

individuals living in the community.  What are the educational goals in terms of this building and 

its exceedingly rich history?  Michael agrees that this rich history should be shared and he 

understands that there is a program review going on in this regard.    

St. Lawrence Hall:  Public Art and Film – Umbereen Inayet 

Umbereen Inayet is the Programming Supervisor of Toronto History Museums.  She has about 14 

years experience in working with Nuit Blanche which she joined in 2008.  She created a platform 

called Awakenings to create consciousness, to illustrate truths, to illustrate stories that have not 

been seen or told, and it is done through art.  They invite artists to respond to their site and give 

them the historical context as a baseline.  They encourage the artists to do their own research and 
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add their own voice because history has often been presented to the world from a  one-sided 

point of view and it is important to think of what our current and future heritage is going to look 

like.  In 2020 they started off with a mentorship program – one of the things you can do in a 

pandemic is films.  Through this program they wanted to create jobs for creatives and employed 

about 280 individuals.  They did a call for artists to respond to the sites.  The artists they picked 

were the ones that had a very rich cultural background and their point of view was one of social 

justice and of change.   

In terms of St. Lawrence Hall and the Market Gallery, she shared a couple of minutes of a film 

called We Were Always Here – Reverence, to give the audience the flavour of it.  The artist that 

they picked, Teaunna Gray, is afro-indigenous and a social worker.  The artist mentioned that she 

wanted the film not only to be educational but also show the viewer that not a lot has changed in 

the minds of the community and society at large when it comes to the treatment of BIPOC people 

(Black, Indigenous and People of Colour).  Umbereen clarified that she is a curator at the City of 

Toronto and commissioned and created the “Awakenings” program.  It is about consciousness, 

about behavioural change; it’s about a new renaissance post 2020, in order to create a better 

future.  Every year she commissions public art and films, everything is educational but it is also 

activism.   

St. Lawrence Centre for the Arts:  Release of Short-listed Proposals 

https://stlcnext.org/ 

Last Fall we talked briefly about the reimagining of the St. Lawrence Centre and its design.  At the 

time SLCA announced the five short-listed teams of architects and designers that were chosen to 

produce design concepts for the St. Lawrence Hall, and branded it as St. Lawrence Centre for the 

Arts – Next.  Please refer to the website listed above where all of this information is contained. 

Short-listed teams: 

 Brook Mcllroy, Trahan Architects and Hood Design Studio 

 Diamond Schmitt, Smoke Architecture and MVVA 

 Hariri Pontarini, LMN Architects, Tawaw Collective, Smoke Architecture and SLA 

 RDHA, Mecanoo, Two Row Architect and NAK Design Strategies 

 Zeidler Architecture, Diller Scofidio + Renfro, Two Row Architect, and PLANT 

Architect 

On Monday February 20 the design submissions from these five listed teams were posted on the 

website.   

Per Clyde Wagner, CEO, TO Live:   

 this is not just a rebuild of the STLC 

 we hope to reconstruct the notion of what a performing arts centre can be 

Everyone is invited to attend the upcoming Public Design Presentation 

St. Lawrence Centre for the Arts – Public Design Presentation 

Tuesday March 7, 2023 – St. Lawrence Centre for the Arts, Jane Mallet Theatre, 27 Front Street E 

Doors Open and Presentation Board Display – 5 pm; Presentations 6 pm – 9 pm 

https://stlcnext.org/
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Virtual attendance will be accommodated online at www.stlcnext.org/ Visit this page on March 7 

for the livestreaming video link.   

Feedback:  https://stlcnext.org/feedback-2/  (by March 7)   

SLNA 40th Anniversary Celebration - Love Letters to the Neighbourhood / Recap 

 February 4 & 5, February 14 (in St. Lawrence Hall) 

 200 local schoolchildren (from the 3 local schools) 

 David Crombie 

 Councillors Malik and Moise 

 MPPs Glover and Wong Tam 

 Lots of friends and neighbours 

 Local businesses and developers 

We were presented with Commemorative scrolls from Mayor Tory, Councillors Malik (her first) 

and Moise and MPP Chris Glover.   

We got over 800 letters!  Some of them went with the school children to be hidden in and 

throughout their schools, many were hidden around the neighbourhood and a surprising number 

of them were really written from the heart.  Some of them spoke about lives lived in and around 

the neighbourhood.  The next step in this part of the process is for you to find some of the letters 

in and around the neighbourhood, read them, hide them somewhere else or put them back where 

you found them and let’s see how long we can keep this appreciation for the neighbourhood 

circulating amongst us. 

The second part of the event is the Love Letter Contest.  Around the neighbourhood you will see 

10 large posters at iconic places such as St. James Cathedral, in Berczy Park, outside Canada’s First 

Post Office, in Crombie Park, at the Market, in St. James Park near the new playground, in front of 

the Flat Iron Building, at Young Peoples’ Theatre, outside Market Lane School.  The contest is to 

take a picture of yourself with any of these posters – post it, tag it and every week for the next six 

weeks we will be drawing one name, and the person will win a $100 gift card to spend around the 

neighbourhood.  We encourage you to enter often.   

Many thanks to Suzanne and the volunteer committee members who made this happen, to 

Lindsay Zier-Vogel, our theme partner, to the event partners BIA, Canstage, Friends of Berczy, 

Friends of St. James, Jamii, SLM, TFPO and TPL.  And to Emblem who was the community partner 

for the poster part of the project.   

Community Updates 

SLNA Waste Reduction Group – Our sixth REmarket event was held January 25/26.  Nancy Fung 

reported that in addition to receiving donations to FREEmarket and Repair Café we added a drop-

of of other items for recycling such as prescription bottles, empty cosmetic containers, dental 

items and disposable razors.  Over the 2-day event we had over 171 attendees for the FREEmarket 

and received donations from 419 community members and businesses.  This led to 44 skids of 

goods donated to the Salvation Army.  These 44 skids are approximately 14,000 pounds.  Three 

http://www.stlcnext.org/
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skids of electronics will be going to Renewed Computer Technology, loads of prosthetics and 

mobility aids will be donated, a very large box of eyeglasses was donated to the Optic Zone and 

they will redistribute them to communities in need overseas.  The new items we are donating for 

recycling are 145 prescription bottles, 2 large bags of empty cosmetic containers, batteries, ink 

cartridges and used pens which will go to Staples, and there was a large box of dental items that 

will go to TerraCycle.  Through the Repair Café we had over 27 volunteers – 18 fixers serviced over 

100 items, including bicycles.  Nancy wishes to thank everyone who contributed to the success of 

this event.  To help us with improving our services in future please complete a short survey - 

Tinyurl.com/slnawrgsurvey. 

Our seventh REmarket event is scheduled for June 7 and 8.  If you are interested in volunteering 

please let us know, the commitment is a minimum of 2 ½ hours, please email us at 

reduce@slna.ca  We also wanted to let you know that the SLNA Waste Reduction Group was 

nominated for a Certificate of Community Service Recognition in the riding of Spadina-Fort York.  

Metrolinx Overnight Construction in the rail corridor between Parliament & Cherry Street 

This will take place from February 27 to March 16, Monday to Friday, 9 pm to 4 am.  Crews are 

working to uncover buried fibre utility infrastructure in the existing rail corridor between 

Parliament and Cherry Street.  This work is needed to prepare the site for the future construction 

of the Ontario Line.  Their phone number is 416-202-5100. 

Community Consultations – Developments 

Pre-registration required 

 Monday, March 2, 6-7:30 pm – 86, 100-108 Lombard Street 

 Monday, March 6, 6-8 pm – 119 Church Street 

 Monday, March 6, 6-8 pm – 15 Toronto Street 

 Tuesday, March 7, 6-7 pm – 110 Adelaide Street East 

https://www.toronto.ca/community-people/get-involved/public-consultations/city-planning-

consultations/  

The next SLNA Community Meeting (our AGM) will take place on Wednesday, March 29, 2023. 

 Annual General Meeting 

 Special Meeting of Members 

Positions on the Board of Directors 

 3 year term, application on website 

Member buildings must be in good standing 

 Dues paid for 2023 

mailto:reduce@slna.ca
https://www.toronto.ca/community-people/get-involved/public-consultations/city-planning-consultations/
https://www.toronto.ca/community-people/get-involved/public-consultations/city-planning-consultations/

